
A dedicated and respected leader in the Darke 

County community, Jim Phelan began his career 

at Phelan Insurance Co. in Versailles in 1962 and 

was active there until his death 

in 2015. Jim was passionate 

about living, working and giving 

in the community where he was 

raised, and Phelan Insurance is 

carrying on this philosophy 

through its local employees 

whose talents are helping the 

company to thrive. 

The Darke County Foundation recently 

established the James B. Phelan Scholarship to 

encourage local students to obtain a college 

degree in an insurance-related field then bring 

their talents back home. The award will 

incorporate a paid internship at Phelan Insurance 

plus a college scholarship with the opportunity to 

renew the following year. 

Todd Phelan, president of the Versailles 

office of Phelan Insurance Co. and Jim’s son, 

said, “We thought this internship/scholarship 

program would allow talented students to experi-

ence the benefit of living and working in our great 

community, and then decide to remain here.” 

       Applications for the first James B. Phelan 

Scholarship through the Darke County 

Foundation will be available in January 2018. 

Applicants must be graduates of a high school in 

Darke or adjacent counties and pursuing an 

insurance-related degree such as business, finance, 

marketing or accounting. More information on 

internship and scholarship criteria will be available 

in January 2018. 
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The Darke County Foundation is a community foundation dedicated to improving the lives 
of Darke County residents by receiving, managing and distributing charitable gifts. 

 

Scholarship Fund 
Honors James B. Phelan  

Jim Phelan 

Darke County Special Olympics has built a notable tradition of provid-

ing athletic opportunities for local youth and adults with intellectual disabili-

ties. Hundreds of athletes participate in basketball, softball, bowling, track 

and field, cheerleading, swimming, power lifting, and golf. Assisting in these 

events are hundreds of family members and volunteers who devote their 

time to creating exciting and memorable experiences for the participants. 

Recognizing the significant impact that Darke County Special Olympics 

has on our community, the Darke County Foundation helped to establish a 

fund that will provide an annual distribution to DCSO for its programming 

needs. The permanent endowment fund will generate investment income to 

be used for equipment, uniforms, awards and travel expenses for athletes. 

DCSO hopes that new donors will add to the fund so it can continue to  

improve the opportunities it offers local athletes.  

New Community Fund Benefits  
Darke County Special Olympics  

John Swallow (left), President and CEO of Second National Bank, stands with golf partner 

Jamin Schilling of Ansonia. Their fingers show the score they earned when Jamin made a 

birdie putt at the Special Olympics sectional golf tournament last fall. Swallow played as a 

unified partner with Jamin during an 8-week golf league at Beechwood Golf Course in  

Arcanum. The duo then competed in the sectional match, qualifying for the state Special 

Olympics Unified Golf tournament in Cincinnati. 



Team AddieGirl Raises $4,000 for 
Children’s Hospital at SUNshine 5K 

 
Benefiting: 

 

Brethren Retire. Community (Senior Fitness) 
Cancer Association of Darke County 

Darke County Foundation  
DAR—Fort GreeneVille Chapter 

DeColores Montessori School 
St. Mary’s School 

Team AddieGirl for Dayton Children’s 

 
 Run or walk through scenic Greenville Park 

 Age-group awards     Free childcare 

 Free homemade cookies, snacks & drinks 
 

Register at 
www.darkecountyfoundation.org 

 

 $18 by Sept. 7 (includes long-sleeve tech t-shirt)  

 $15 age 14 & under by Sept. 7  
(includes long-sleeve tech t-shirt) 

 $25 after Sept. 7 (shirt not guaranteed) 

 $5 age 14 & under (no shirt) 

 FREE kids 800-meter fun run 
Team AddieGirl co-captain Beckie Shumaker poses with her grandchildren at the 
2016 SUNshine 5K. Children left to right are Ethan Shumaker, Avery Henderson, 
Ansley Henderson, and Addie Henderson. 

One of five beneficiaries from the 2016 SUNshine 5K, Team 

AddieGirl registered 224 supporters for the event, resulting in 

proceeds of $4,000 for the team’s charity – Dayton Children’s 

Hospital. Team captains Beckie Shumaker and Connie Harshbarger of 

Greenville energized family and friends to support Dayton Children’s 

in honor of Beckie’s granddaughter, Addie Henderson of Dayton, 

who received successful cancer treatment at the hospital. 

Beckie stated, “The SUNshine 5K gave Team AddieGirl the 

perfect opportunity to spread awareness of childhood cancers and to 

give back to Dayton Children's for everything the hospital and its staff 

has provided, and will continue to provide, to the children and 

grandchildren of Darke County and the surrounding counties.”     

After fighting cancer for several years, Addie was able to 

participate in the 2016 SUNshine 5K as a healthy 10-year-old. 

“The SUNshine 5K has filled our family with hope, love and 

wonderful memories,” said Beckie.   

The 2017 SUNshine 5K on Sept. 16 will raise money for six local 

non-profit organizations, including Team AddieGirl for Dayton 

Children’s. Sign up and designate your registration money to one of 

these charities at www.darkecountyfoundation.org. 

Greenville Post 7262 



LEAVE MORE THAN  

YOUR LOVE  

TO FUTURE GENERATIONS 

 
Leave a legacy to Darke County 
 

 
Create a personalized fund in honor of a loved one or special 

purpose that will benefit the community for years to come.  
 

 Scholarships  

 Support for non-profit organizations 

 Unrestricted grants where they are needed most in Darke County 
 

The Darke County Foundation can help you set up a fund or  

plan a bequest through your estate planning. Call or visit: 

 

Darke County Foundation Legacy Society 

(937) 548-4673  

www.darkecountyfoundation.org As avid supporters of the Darke County Y, 

Greenville residents Denny and Shirla Neff 

established a permanent endowment fund at  

the Darke County Foundation to benefit the Y. 

Investment income provides an annual 

distribution to the Y while keeping the original 

gift intact. The distribution is designated for 

structural projects that will improve the 

operation of the Y facilities in Greenville and 

Versailles. The Neffs encourage other members 

of the community to contribute to this fund to 

help keep the Darke County Y in good condition 

for future generations. 

New Fund Benefits 
Infrastructure at 
Darke County Y 

Participants exercise in a fitness class at the Darke   

County Y. The new Neff Family Fund for the Darke County Y 

will provide an annual distribution to help with structural 

improvements  of the Y facilities. 

Visit the Darke County Foundation website at 
www.darkecountyfoundation.org. 

A Girl Scout troop interacts with a volunteer at Prairie Days, hosted by Darke 
County Parks each September. The Ami McClurkin Fund of the Darke County 
Foundation awarded a grant to support historical programs at the parks. 



DARKE COUNTY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

Ansonia Area Jaycees Scholarship. Upon disbanding, the Ansonia Area 

Jaycees desired to leave money in the community from which it was 

generated. The Darke County Foundation administers these remaining assets 

that are used for scholarships to Ansonia High School graduates. 

Velma and Merlin Applegate Scholarship. Velma Hittle and Merlin 

Applegate both graduated from Ansonia High School in 1940. In 1990, the 

50th year after their graduation, this generous couple established a 

scholarship fund for Ansonia students as a way of saying "thank you" to the 

Ansonia community. 

Pauline Winbigler Bales Scholarship.  Pauline graduated from Ansonia 

High School in 1915 then attended the Univ. of Cincinnati. She married L.L. 

Bales and lived in Ansonia the rest of her life, supporting the town, schools 

and Ansonia United Methodist Church. During her 27-year tenure at 

Ansonia schools, Pauline taught music and other subjects and also served as 

high school principal. Through her will, Pauline established a scholarship for 

Ansonia graduates. Her sister-in-law, Louise McKinney Winbigler, also of 

Ansonia, doubled the size of the fund with another donation in memory of 

this beloved alumna. 

Tim Best/Ronnie Kreitzer Scholarship. Tim Best lost his life in an 

accident while attending Wright State Univ. Tim’s parents established this 

fund in 1991 for students who have participated in baseball, cross country, 

wresting, or dirt bike racing. Ronnie Kreitzer, a close friend of Tim’s, was 

instrumental in helping to start the Tim Best Scholarship, and upon 

Kreitzer’s death, the memorial was renamed the Tim Best/Ronnie Kreitzer 

Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

Irene Bolen Memorial Scholarship. Beth Bolen Warner started this fund 

in memory of her mother, who was a teacher for many years and also  

worked at Farmers State Bank in Union City. The scholarship benefits 

students from Mississinawa Valley H.S. 

Robert and Iris Bolen Memorial Scholarship. Robert and Iris Bolen grew 

up in the Union City area and wanted to reward Mississinawa Valley students 

attending college. Robert Bolen operated insurance and real estate agencies in 

Union City and Ansonia, while Iris was the Assistant V.P. of Union City 

Body Co. Upon establishing the fund in 2004, the couple commented, 

“Having no children and good jobs, and realizing what a good education 

means, we wanted to help others attend college.” 

Harold and Betty Brewer Scholarship.  In 2014, Mrs. Brewer made a 

generous donation to the Darke County Foundation in memory of her 

husband, who died in 1975. The Greenville couple operated Brewer's Motor 

Mart for 26 years and invested in local farms and other properties. The fund 

supports up to 20 Darke County students every year with renewable awards. 

Joyce Bruns Memorial Scholarship. Joyce Bruns was a dedicated nurse in 

Darke County who died in April 1998. She was a Hospice board member for 

13 years and Wayne HealthCare nurse for 18 years before serving as director 

of nursing at the Versailles Healthcare Center. She became ill with brain 

cancer in 1997, having just completed her bachelor’s degree in nursing. Her 

dedication to the nursing profession will live on through this scholarship for 

nurses who are continuing their education. 

DAR-Fort GreeneVille Chapter Scholarship. Honoring its pledge to 

support historic preservation, patriotism and education, the Daughters of the 

American Revolution chapter started a fund to reward a female student who 

exemplifies the characteristics of DAR: “Daughters are vibrant, active 

women who are passionate about community service, preserving history, 

educating children, and honoring those who serve our nation.” 

Darke County Engineering & Sciences Scholarship. Realizing the need 

for more scientists and engineers in today’s workforce, Denny and Shirla 

Neff of Greenville started a scholarship fund in 2007 to encourage Darke 

County students in these professions. Denny was the president of Neff Co. 

and Shirla was a teacher in the Greenville school district. The Neffs hope 

other donors in Darke County will add to this scholarship fund so it can 

assist more students in these fields of study. 

Brian and Regina K. Delk Memorial Scholarship. Upon the death of 

Regina in 2003, Brian established this scholarship in memory of his wife who 

inspired others by her life and faith in Christ. Regina worked as a teacher’s 

assistant at Anthony Wayne, was involved with the Arcanum Band Boosters, 

and also mentored youth at the Castine Church of the Brethren. Then in 

2012, Brian was tragically killed in a car accident. He was the pastor of 

student ministries at Castine Church of the Brethren. This scholarship is for a 

Darke County student attending a Christian college. 

The Nils and Collette Eikenberry Fund awarded a scholarship to a Greenville 
H.S. graduate serving a volunteer internship. From left:  Nick Venenga, 2016 
scholarship recipient; Jenny Eikenberry and Gretchen Davis, daughters of Nils 
and Collette Eikenberry. 



Millie Kiger Dunaway Scholarship. A Greenville resident, Millie was a 

talented artist and enthusiastic supporter of emerging art students. She was a 

fashion illustrator for Rike’s Department Stores and also operated ‘Millie’s 

Paint Pot’ in Greenville, selling art supplies, ceramics, and macramé. Millie’s 

family started this scholarship in 2016 for a student pursuing a career in art.  

Nils and Collette Eikenberry Scholarship. Established by their three 

daughters, Gretchen, Elizabeth and Jenny, this fund is a tribute to extra-

ordinary parents who were devoted to their family and community. Both 

Greenville natives, Nils managed Eikenberry’s Foodliners for 45 years and 

Collette was a generous and passionate community supporter. These 

scholarships are for Greenville H.S. graduates who are enrolled in college 

and participating in a volunteer internship, preferably business-related. 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard (Eva) Fisher Scholarship. Howard & Eva Fisher 

lived west of Ft. Jefferson, where they farmed and raised hogs, chickens, 

and dairy cattle. Not having children of their own, but having a great 

interest in them, the Fishers realized that by giving to the Foundation, they 

could help many young people in pursuing their life’s work. 

 

Kenneth and Virginia Marie Flory Scholarship. The Florys donated 

their entire estate to charity, designating 40% for scholarships to Arcanum 

graduates. They lived for many years in Chicago then retired in 1980 to 

Arcanum, where Kenneth was raised. The Florys were active, well-loved 

residents of the Arcanum community and faithful church members. 

 

Galen & Blanche Fourman Scholarship. Galen and Blanche (Olwine) 

Fourman were graduates of Greenville H.S. and owners of Fourman’s Inc., 

a clothing store in downtown Greenville. They were dedicated, lifelong 

supporters of the community, especially downtown Greenville, and 

established in their will that a percentage of their estate would go towards 

scholarships for GHS students. 

 

John S. and Mary L. Fourman Scholarship. After John died in 2010, and 

Mary in 2012, the charitable remainder trust they had established resulted in 

a meaningful gift that keeps giving to aspiring college students for years to 

come. John graduated from Greenville H.S. in 1937, Mary grew up in 

Franklin Twp., and both attended Miami Univ. The Fourmans were 

respected business owners and active community members, owning R.E. 

Wenger Co. and the Hallmark Card Shop in Greenville. 

 

Kenneth J. Gibboney Scholarship. Mr.Gibboney was a Bradford resident, 

Navy veteran, welder at Meteor Motors in Piqua, and owner and operator of 

a small sawmill. Mr. Gibboney enjoyed life and wanted to assist Bradford 

students in their college education. 

 

Richard Graeff Family Scholarship. Dick Graeff was a teacher and asst. 

principal at Arcanum H.S. for 28 years, where he also had great success 

coaching basketball and track. As Arcanum mayor, Darke County 

Commissioner, Sunday school teacher and member of many service 

organizations, Dick was a model for community involvement. After his 

death in 2012, Dick’s family established this scholarship for Arcanum 

graduates who had participated in basketball, track or cross country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenville National Bank Scholarship. In 1987 and again in 2008, 

Greenville National Bank made donations to establish scholarships for 

students majoring in business, accounting, finance or banking. Steve Burns, 

then president of Greenville National Bank, noted, “We understand the 

importance of helping in the area of education and hope this will encourage 

students to pursue higher education and then relocate back to Darke 

County upon their graduation.” 

 

Jeanie and Jeff Hawley Memorial Scholarship. Established by the 

Hawley and Pequignot families, this scholarship fund is a loving tribute to 

two individuals who lived their lives to the fullest. As a teacher at 

Greenville H.S. for 20 years, Jeanie loved her students and wanted to make 

a difference in their lives. Jeff, a Greenville graduate, was an avid 

sportsman, devoted husband and father, and a role model for healthy 

living. Awards from this fund are designated for Greenville graduates who 

exemplify outstanding character, motivation and zest for life. 

 

Eleanor J. Hughes Scholarship. Eleanor was born in 1917 in western 

Pennsylvania and lived there most of her life. She had a career with Bell 

Telephone and was also an accomplished seamstress and artist. During 

retirement in Florida, Eleanor attended college and earned an associates 

degree, something she could not afford after high school during the Great 

Depression. After 52 years of marriage, Eleanor’s husband passed away, 

and she moved to Greenville to be near her sister, Ruth Osborne. Eleanor’s 

strong belief in education inspired her to donate a significant amount of her 

estate to the Foundation to assist college students in Darke County. 

 

Ami McClurkin Scholarship. Gini and Verd Stuckey of Greenville, 

devoted parents of Ami, established a scholarship in honor of their 

daughter who suffered a tragic car accident in 1985 and currently resides at 

Brethren Retirement Community. The Stuckeys wanted to recognize their 

daughter’s past musical accomplishments and scholarships while helping 

other students go to college. This renewable scholarship is for a graduate of 

Greenville H.S. who has been involved in the music program. 

Susan Laux, member of the 
Darke County Foundation 
board of trustees, presents a 
2016 scholarship to 
Zachariah Bevins of  
Tri-Village High School . 



 

 

J.C. & Alice Schafer Scholarship. J.C. Schafer joined Second National 

Bank in 1943. He served as Vice President and Loan Officer and remained 

on the Board of Directors until 1978. J.C. was a member of the Rotary Club 

in Greenville for nearly 50 years, and Alice was an elementary school teacher. 

The couple lived on a small farm just north of Greenville. They spent their 

final years at Brethren Retirement Community and bequeathed part of their 

estate to the Foundation to establish this scholarship fund. 

 

Schipfer Family Scholarship for Versailles. This scholarship fund was 

established by Marty and Dan Schipfer of Greenville. Marty retired after 

many years as school counselor at Versailles Elementary and Middle Schools, 

and Dan works as an attorney in Greenville. Scholarships are for Versailles 

High School graduates with a C grade point average or higher. Students must 

be seeking a technical certification or associates degree that requires no more 

than 2 years of education. Preference is given to Miami Valley Career 

Technology Center graduates. 

 

Lois E. Snyder Scholarship. For 47 years, Greenville resident Lois Snyder 

babysat and lovingly cared for over 300 children in her home. Her love of 

children and interest in their education led her to establish a scholarship for 

Darke County students to pursue their college education. 

 

John E. and Ella M. Stevenson Scholarship. This Arcanum couple 

created a scholarship through their will that assists upperclass college 

students or graduate students who are studying law, education, theology or 

healthcare. The fund is named in memory of John, who died in 2011, and 

Ella, who died in 2009. 

 

Joseph R. Mills Scholarship. The Mills family from Arcanum created this 

scholarship in memory of their son and brother who died in 2014. Joe lived 

his entire life in a wheelchair but inspired everyone by obtaining a college 

degree and working as a software engineer. Joe's character, perseverance, 

compassion and witty sense of humor endeared him to everyone. The 

scholarship is awarded to an Arcanum graduate, with preference given to a 

student with a disability or a student attending Ohio State or Wright State. 

 

Fred Miltenberger Memorial Scholarship. The Miltenbergers lived on a 

farm in Montgomery County until 1937 then moved to a home on Main St. 

in Arcanum until Fred died in 1988 and Ruby in 1990. Fred worked at 

General Motors in Dayton for 45 years; Ruby worked there for 40 years. In 

her husband’s honor, Ruby donated  part of her estate to this scholarship for 

Arcanum students. 

 

Virginia Nischwitz Scholarship. The Four-Shra-Nish Foundation was 

established in 1970 by Virginia Nischwitz and her father, Lawrence 

Nischwitz. Mr. Nischwitz was a long-time 5th and 6th grade teacher in the 

Monroe building, now part of Franklin-Monroe schools. In 2001, the Four-

Shra-Nish Foundation transferred most of its assets to the HOPE 

Foundation (now Darke County Foundation), for scholarships. 

 

Susan North Art Scholarship. Susan North of Greenville made a lasting 

impression on Darke County through her engaging artwork and endearing 

personality. Susan died in 2012, but her legacy lives on through annual 

scholarships to students who are pursuing an art-related profession such as 

graphic art, art therapy, fine art or interior design. 

 

North Deaneries Seminarian Fund. Started in 2013 by Melvin and Mary 

Ann Stucke of Versailles, this fund provides assistance to local men studying 

for the priesthood. Their intent is to encourage other donors to contribute to 

this fund that supports students from Darke County and surrounding areas. 

 

Norton Family 4-H Scholarship. Miriam M. Norton, a former Bradford 

school teacher, established the Norton Family 4-H Scholarship in 2002. 

Being especially appreciative of the values and leadership opportunities 

provided by the 4-H clubs of Darke County, Miriam wanted to promote the 

continuation of these ideals by rewarding a scholarship to a 4-H member. 

 

James B. Phelan Scholarship Fund. A dedicated and respected leader in 

the community, Jim Phelan founded Phelan Insurance Co. in Versailles in 

1962 and was active there until his death in 2015. This fund was established 

to encourage students to pursue a local career in the insurance industry. 

Applicants must be majoring in business, finance, marketing or accounting 

and be graduates of a high school in Darke or adjacent counties. 

 

Road Less Traveled Scholarship. Inspired by the life and spirit of Jacob 

Heck, 2001 Franklin-Monroe graduate who died in July 2001, the F-M 

Student Council started a scholarship in Jacob’s memory. The award honors 

F-M students who live enthusiastically, give without expectation, love peers 

unconditionally, and strive to make a difference, as Jacob did. As class 

president, varsity athlete, church youth leader and community giver, Jacob 

took the road less traveled to make life better for others. 

DARKE COUNTY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

The North Deaneries Seminarian Scholarship Fund awarded $13,600 in scholar- 
ships last year to men studying to be Catholic priests. Pictured are some of the 
recipients with donors Melvin and Mary Ann Stucke of Versailles (seated center).  



 

Edwin, Mac and Marguerite Stoltz Memorial Scholarship. Edwin 

Stoltz was a teacher and coach at Greenville H.S. from 1928 to 1942 and 

from 1947 to 1957. At one time Edwin coached football, basketball, 

baseball and track. He taught math, English, French and history. His 

brother, Mac, whose interest was engineering, served as a substitute teacher. 

Mac’s wife, Marquerite Bigler Stoltz, began her teaching career on Indian 

reservations from 1928 to 1937. She taught English in Darke County 

schools and was a lifetime student, attending over 50 Elderhostels before 

her death in 1994. This scholarship is for Greenville students. 

 

 

Steven Stucke Memorial Scholarship. As a teen during the 1970s, Steven 

worked diligently on the family farm near Versailles, operating equipment in 

the fields, working in the shop, and raising livestock for 4-H and FFA 

projects. Sadly, Steven was killed in a farming accident at age 18. His 

parents, Melvin and Mary Ann, wished to honor their son’s memory with a 

scholarship for a Versailles High School graduate majoring in an agriculture-

related field. “We wanted to do something in Steven’s honor for all he did 

for us,” said Melvin. “The farming environment today is highly competitive 

and a huge investment,” he added. “Education is important when it comes 

to managing farms and finances.” 

 

Alice Kruckeberg Swinger Fund for International Travel. A 1947 

graduate of Versailles H.S. and former professor at Wright State Univ., Dr. 

Swinger established this fund to provide an annual award to a Versailles 

H.S. student and parent to travel to London, England. “International travel 

helps students enlarge, deepen and strengthen their vision of the world and 

its people,” says Dr. Swinger. “It also helps students enlarge their vision of 

themselves and their hopes for the future by broadening their view of the 

planet and the different cultures in it.” 

 

Jan and Jim Thomas Scholarship. 1953 Greenville H.S. graduate Jim 

Thomas and his wife started this fund in 2015 to provide renewable 

scholarships to GHS students pursuing degrees in engineering, education, 

healthcare and computer science. Jim moved away from Greenville after 

graduating from the General Motors Institute in 1958, but he maintained a 

spirit of gratitude and loyalty to his alma mater and its students. 

Ira J. Troutwine Fund. Ira James Troutwine was born in Adams 

Township in 1901 and lived in Arcanum most of his 84 years. Mr. 

Troutwine was President of Arcanum Federal Savings and Loan (now 

Second National Bank) for over 30 years, had numerous farms around 

Darke County, and was active in community service. He left a portion of his 

estate for scholarships to Darke County students. 

 

J. Howard Trump Art Scholarship. Howard Trump graduated from 

Greenville H.S. in 1934 and began his career as a printer’s apprentice in 

Columbus, Ohio. In 1961, after 14 years as superintendent of a printing 

company, he became a free-lance commercial artist, specializing in 

illustration and design. Howard retired from commercial art in 1980 and 

devoted the rest of his life to his watercolors (numbering approximately 

1,000) and golf. He was married to the love of his life, Pauline, for over 50 

years when he passed away in 1986. 

 

Versailles Masonic Lodge Scholarship. With a presence in Versailles for 

over 100 years, the Masons wanted to carry on their tradition by offering 2 

scholarships each year to graduating seniors from Versailles High School. 

One award is for students with a grade point average of 3.25-4.0, and one 

award is for students with a grade point average of 2.75-3.24. 

 

Paul C. & Helen D. Warner Memorial Fund. Helen lived her entire life 

in Darke County and taught school for 35 years, except the year she was an 

exchange teacher in Tasmania, Australia. Helen  married Paul in 1957 when 

he was principal of Greenville H.S. They enjoyed traveling throughout the 

U.S. and Europe and started a scholarship fund for Greenville graduates.  

 

Sarah Whittaker Memorial Scholarship. Following the unexpected death 

of Sarah, her family, particularly her father Allen, embarked on a mission to 

make something positive out of a horrible tragedy. His mission was to teach 

students to keep life’s problems in proper perspective and to realize all 

things can be resolved. Sarah’s scholarship fund, established in her memory, 

assists Darke County students who have been active in 4-H or FFA, as 

Sarah was. 

 

Lori Michelle Williams Memorial Scholarship. The family of Lori 

Williams established this fund in 1998 to perpetuate Lori’s loving memory. 

A graduate of Greenville H.S., Lori was very involved in her school and 

community. About to embark on a career in nursing, the college senior was 

tragically killed in an auto accident. Endowing this scholarship, the Williams 

family wanted to help others achieve the goals that Lori had set for herself. 

 

Matthew Wuebker Memorial Scholarship. This fund is in memory of a 

1988 Versailles H.S. graduate and Ohio State student who died in 1989. The 

son of Dick and Cindy Wuebker, Matthew had a tremendous dedication to 

the high school basketball team that earned him the “Mr. Team” award his 

senior year. Every year since 1990, the Matthew Wuebker Scholarship is 

awarded to a VHS basketball player who exemplifies team spirit. 

 

Ryan Wulber Memorial Scholarship. Ryan Luke Wulber was a devoted 

husband and doting father; he was an avid farmer, and a compassionate and 

caring teacher. Ryan was an ardent supporter of the FFA program, 

belonging to the Versailles FFA Alumni and leading the FFA program at 

the Miami Valley Career Technology Center. In keeping with the passion in 

Ryan’s heart for helping students and loving farm life, this scholarship is 

designated for students in FFA or graduating from MVCTC who are 

intending to pursue a career in agriculture. 

The Joseph R. Mills Scholarship is awarded to a student from Arcanum High School 
who is attending Wright State Univ. or Ohio State Univ. From Left: Mark Mills, Joe’s 
father; Emily Miller, 2016 scholarship recipient; Sue Mills, Joe’s mother.  



DARKE COUNTY FOUNDATION COMMUNITY FUNDS 

J. Michael Beard Community Fund. Mike Beard was a long-standing, 

active resident of Darke County, dedicating himself to his family, church, 

friends, and work at the Darke County Highway Department. Mike was 

fond of being outdoors, particularly at county or state parks, where he 

enjoyed hiking, fishing from the family boat, and/or going camping. His 

family chose to extend his legacy throughout the community via non-

profit grants and scholarships through the Darke County Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Crawford Outstanding Teacher Mentor of Darke County. 

Mike Crawford was a longtime employee of the Darke County Educational 

Service Center who left a legacy of support for educators and children in 

Darke County. Due to Mike’s foresight, Darke County had a mentorship 

program for teachers 10 years before the state of Ohio mandated the 

program for all Ohio schools. Established after his death in May 2002, this 

fund annually rewards an outstanding teacher mentor in Darke County. 

Darke County Special Olympics Fund. This permanent endowment 

fund was established to provide an annual distribution to Darke County 

Special Olympics for general programming. Hundreds of students and 

adults with intellectual disabilities participate in activities including 

basketball, softball, bowling, track and field, cheerleading, swimming, power 

lifting, and golf. This fund helps provide equipment, uniforms, awards and 

travel expenses for athletes. Special Olympics hopes that other donors will 

add to this fund so it can continue to assist deserving athletes.  

  

Darke County United Way Fund. This non-profit organization partnered 

with the Darke County Foundation to establish a long-term investment 

opportunity that returns a gift to the United Way every year. As a major 

supporter of many social service agencies in Darke County, the United Way 

uses its distribution to help meet program needs, or it reinvests the funds 

back into the Darke County Foundation for further growth. 

   

Faith + Justice Initiative. This fund supports education, crime-prevention 

and wellness programs based on traditional Biblical principles. The fund 

assists non-governmental entities in using a faith-based approach to conduct 

programs like substance-abuse prevention, parenting education and budget 

education. The fund is also used to subsidize training for peace officer 

certification for members of the Darke County Sheriff’s Auxiliary. 

 Friends of the Foundation Fund. This fund makes more scholarships 

and community grants possible by supporting the overall needs of the 

Darke County Foundation. The Board of Trustees determines how the 

fund can best be used to sustain the Foundation and strengthen its mission 

of enriching Darke County.  

  

Zachary Garbig Memorial Fund. Young Zachary suffered from a 

congenital intestinal disease that required an organ transplant in 1998. 

Zachary passed away in 1999 at age 11, but his experience gave much 

needed knowledge to the medical professionals for future transplant 

recipients. Zachary’s family established this fund to promote organ and 

tissue donor awareness and help others realize the benefit of blessing 

someone else with health, hope and the promise of life. 

 

Ruth Elaine Furlong Memorial Fund. Keith and Carolyn Furlong of 

Arcanum established this endowment fund in memory of Keith’s sister 

Elaine, who died of a congenital heart defect in 1967 at age 16. Keith 

remembers how the Arcanum community offered his family meals and 

financial support during his sister’s struggles. Elaine’s courageous life and 

the generosity of the Arcanum community inspired the Furlongs to start 

this fund that provides community grants to the Arcanum area. 

  

Helen L. Hawkey Music Project. Helen’s daughter and son-in-law, Joyce 

and Ken Haraughty, established this fund in memory of this beloved music 

educator who taught in New Madison and other area schools for more than 

40 years. The Helen L. Hawkey Music Project awards an annual grant to a 

non-profit organization or school in Darke County that provides 

inspirational music experiences such as in-school enrichment programs, 

field trips to professional performances, and fees for music workshops. 

  

HOPE Chest Unrestricted Fund. For the broadest community support, 

donors may contribute any amount to this fund that provides grants where 

they are most needed in Darke County. The Darke County Foundation 

board reviews requests from non-profit organizations to determine where 

the income from these funds can best serve our community. 

  

Mandy Green Community Fund. Proceeds from the annual SUNshine 

5K support a community grant in memory of Mandy Green, daughter of 

Jesse and Tammy Green. The grant will aid local non-profit organizations 

that provide meaningful services to youth. 

  

Kremer Family Farms Fund. The Rick Kremer family and State Line 

Agri of Ansonia established this fund for the benefit of Darke County 

residents and the land on which they live. The fund supports educational 

programs or events that promote agricultural –environmental awareness, 

water and soil pollution control, and water and soil conservation. Non-

profit organizations that conduct these types of programs are eligible for 

grants from this fund. 

Brethren Retirement Community residents Toni Musser and Mary Louise 
Hamilton enjoy St. Patrick’s Day Tea at BRC. The Darke County Foundation 
manages the Ella VanDyke/St. Clair Home Fund for BRC, which provides 
an annual distribution to assist BRC residents with financial need. 



Low Vision Support Group Fund for FAME (Financial Assistance for 

Medical Emergencies). In 2006, the members of the Low Vision Support 

Group donated funds upon the organization’s disbanding. Distri- 

butions from this fund benefit FAME (Financial Assistance for Medical 

Emergencies), which assists Darke County patients with vision needs.  

  

Ami McClurkin Community Fund. Gini and Verd Stuckey of Greenville, 

devoted parents of Ami, established this fund to benefit non-profit 

organizations in Darke County. Awards are given out each September at 

Ami’s birthday celebration. Ami resides at Brethren Retirement Community 

as a quadriplegic, the result of an auto accident in 1985. Gini remarked, “If 

we can help someone feel better and enjoy life a little bit more through one 

of the many organizations that help people feel better and enjoy life, then 

we’ve accomplished our goal with this fund in honor of Ami.” 

  

William Michael and Caleb Knick Fund for Darke County Special 

Olympics. Through the estate of Greenville resident William Michael, 

Darke County Special Olympics receives an annual grant to assist with its 

expenses. Hundreds of students and adults with intellectual disabilities 

participate in activities like basketball, softball, bowling, track and field, 

cheerleading, swimming, power lifting, and golf. Michael wanted to co-

name the fund in honor of his caregiver's son, Special Olympics athlete 

Caleb Knick. 

  

Neff Family Fund for Darke County Y. As avid supporters of the Darke 

County Y, Greenville residents Denny and Shirla Neff established a 

permanent fund that provides an annual distribution to the Y. The money 

is designated for capital projects, including structural improvements and 

equipment purchases for various areas of the Y. 

  

Oliver Family Fund. Named in honor of the family of Ruby Franklin 

Oliver and his wife Minnie Wolters Oliver of Coletown, this fund supports 

community projects throughout Darke County.  

  

Partnering for Progress Fund for Darke County Economic 

Development. This fund was established to accept contributions for the 

Partnering for Progress initiative in Darke County. The initiative stimulates 

new investment and job creation; protects and supports existing 

employment base; supports the agricultural sector; supports the education 

and training of existing and future workers; encourages and fosters 

entrepreneurship; and strengthens the presence of existing business and 

industry throughout Darke County. 

  

William “Will” Robertson Memorial Fund. Will served as a patrol 

officer for the Versailles Police Department when he tragically lost his life 

in a motorcycle/car accident in 2003. Following his death, friends raised 

funds for projects and programs that were/would be important to Will, 

such as the Versailles Bike Safety Rodeo, Camp Bearable’s grief counseling 

camp for children and the Boy Scouts of America, to name a few. 

 

Greyson James Steyer Memorial Fund. Matt and Mindy Steyer created a 

lasting endowment in their infant son’s name following his tragic death. 

“We wanted to do something for Greyson where his name can live on and 

bring love, just as he brought so much love to us,” said the Steyers. 

Greyson’s Fund focuses on improving our community with a primary 

emphasis on children's projects and activities. “We will be able to keep 

Greyson's beautiful light shining for all of us to see,” the couple said. 

  

Jean Louise Thieme Children’s Theatre Fund. A lifelong supporter of 

the arts, Jean Louise Thieme established the Children’s Theatre Fund in 

1987 for the purpose of “assuring that the children of this county shall 

always have the opportunity to experience high quality professional 

programming.” An annual distribution goes to Darke County Center for 

the Arts to sponsor children’s programs. Jean Louise passed away in 2009 

but leaves a legacy of community giving as one of Darke County’s most 

generous philanthropists. 

  

Dr. Marlin D. Thompson Founder’s Fund. In memory of the founder 

of the Darke County (HOPE) Foundation, this fund supports scholarships, 

community grants and special projects in the area of education -- Dr. 

Thompson’s passion. Donors may specify an area of interest to support, or 

they may make an unrestricted donation to this fund, allowing the 

Foundation to assist various educational needs in the community. 

  

Ella VanDyke/St. Clair Home Fund for Brethren Retirement 

Community. In the 1920s, Ella Van Dyke St. Clair wanted to help citizens 

of Greenville who needed a place to live. In her will, she established the 

Ella Van Dyke St. Clair Home for the Aged. Over time the intended use of 

the Home discontinued, and the assets were transferred to the Darke 

County Foundation. Investment income from this fund is distributed to the 

BRC Resident Aid Fund, providing housing assistance to residents in need. 

  

Beth Warner Fund for the Darke Co. Humane Society. Upon her death 

in 1996, Beth Bolen Warner provided a bequest to benefit the Darke 

County Humane Society. Mrs. Warner was born in Union City, IN and 

resided in Darke County all of her life. She was married to Glenn Warner, 

who formerly served as the Clerk of Courts for Darke County for 24 years. 

Mrs. Warner served as the organist at the Presbyterian Church.  

The Will Robertson Memorial Fund provided a grant to TASKS, Inc., which 
sponsored the Versailles Bike Rodeo last year. 155 children participated in 
the event that featured bike safety activities, free helmets, and free safety 
lights and flags installed on all bikes. 



The Helen Hawkey Music Project supported Darke County Center for the 
Arts “Arts  in Education” program. Above, “We Banjo 3” interacts with 
Franklin-Monroe students during a performance for the high school. 

Visitors to the Gathering at Garst festival last summer cover their ears 
in anticipation of the Civil War cannon demonstration. The Darke 
County Foundation supported the Gathering with a grant. 

GRANTS BENEFIT DARKE COUNTY RESIDENTS 

The Darke County Foundation awarded a grant to the Tri-Village Archery Club to purchase additional equipment. The after-school activity is offered 
to students in grades 4 to 12. There were 42 students in the club this year. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Darke/Shelby County received a grant from the  Darke County 
Foundation to purchase “The 7  Habits of Happy Kids” books for its after-school program. 
Pictured are mentors and students at Versailles H.S. 

Amber Aultman of Ansonia H.S. reads “The 7 Habits of 
Healthy Kids” to students in the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Darke/Shelby County program. 



 
Second National Bank generously 
supported the Darke County 
Foundation’s initiatives to provide 
scholarships to Darke County students 
and grants to non-profit organizations. 
Christy Prakel, left, executive director 
of DCF, receives a check from Joy 
Greer, SNB vice president and retail 
banking administrator.  

Representatives from local non-profit organizations gather to receive grants from the Darke County 
Foundation last fall. 

A young visitor to Prairie Days 
last year at Shawnee Prairie 
Preserve helps volunteers stir 
apple butter. The Darke County 
Foundation has supported 
Darke County Parks through 
various grants for its programs. 

Ami McClurkin (seated center) gathers with family and friends at her birthday celebration. Guests 
included representatives of organizations that received grants from the Ami McClurkin Community 
Fund: Darke County Parks, Darke County United Way, Ansonia Elementary School and Bear’s Mill. 

Bear’s Mill published this coloring book 
for its younger visitors, thanks to a grant 
from the Ami McClurkin  Community 
Fund. The book describes the journey 
grain takes from the field, through the 
mill, to the dining table. 
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Worch Memorial Public Library in Versailles received a grant from the 
Kremer Family Farms Fund to build a community garden, which is still 
in the development phase. Gardeners of the six plots will include 
Worch Library children’s program, a neighboring childcare center, 
retirement center, and members of the community. 

      The Darke County Foundation Board of Trustees 

welcomes Holly Hill, Chief Marketing Officer at 

Brethren Retirement Community. Holly is a graduate 

of Bradford H.S. and Miami Univ., where she received 

a B.A. in Sociology and a minor in Gerontology. She 

also attended Hondros College and is a licensed real 

estate agent. Holly’s other service includes the Area 

Agency on Aging Board, Wayne HealthCare Founda-

tion Board, and the Kiwanis Club of Greenville Board. 

She and her husband, Jason, have 2 children, Kendall 

and Hudson, and reside in Bradford. 

      DCF would like to recognize Rodney Oda for 

nearly two decades of service on the board, many of 

those years as its treasurer. Thank you, Rodney, for 

your expertise and commitment. 

Hill Joins Board, Oda Retires 

Address Service Requested 

Holly Hill 

Rodney Oda 


